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RECOGNIZING THE DELAWARE &
LEHIGH NATIONAL HERITAGE
CORRIDOR AS A SMITHSONIAN
AFFILIATE

HON. CHARLES W. DENT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 30, 2017

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, today | have the
privilege of recognizing the Delaware & Lehigh
National Heritage Corridor as it becomes an
Affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution.

Earlier this year, the heritage corridor com-
pleted a five year merger process with the Na-
tional Canal Museum. As a result of this merg-
er, the Canal Museum’s Smithsonian Affiliate
status will transfer to the Delaware & Lehigh
National Heritage Corridor.

The Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage
Corridor, also known as the D&L Corridor, is
part of our nation’s National Heritage Area
system. The corridor spans 165 miles from the
mountains of northeast Pennsylvania through
the Lehigh Valley, and it preserves and show-
cases the cultural resources that are an inte-
gral part of this region’s history. As part of its
efforts, the D&L Corridor has developed a cur-
riculum offered to 4th and 5th grade students
in the area, titled “Tales of the Towpath,”
which provides them with the opportunity to
explore mid-19th Century life along the Lehigh
and Delaware canals. By merging with the Na-
tional Canal Museum, the D&L Corridor is able
to utilize the museum’s artifacts and exhibits—
including Pennsylvania’s only mule-drawn
canal boat—to bring its curriculum to life.

In addition to the National Canal Museum,
the D&L Corridor also includes other important
sites such as the National Museum of Indus-
trial History, Historic Bethlehem Museums and
Sites, Mercer Museum and Fonthill Castle,
and numerous other National Historic Land-
marks. For these reasons, the D&L Corridor
has achieved a Smithsonian-National Heritage
Area Partnership, which is the first of its kind
in the United States.

The D&L Corridor has worked tirelessly to
preserve and promote the rich history and cul-
ture of our beloved region in Pennsylvania,
and | am proud that it now has even greater
resources to share with those who visit. | wish
them the utmost success as they pursue this
endeavor.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF MICHAEL
SIMPSON FOR HIS WORK ON BE-
HALF OF THE DETROIT COMMU-
NITY

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 30, 2017

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Michael Simpson, owner and propri-
etor of Nu Jazz Swingers. Mr. Simpson has

contributed to the vibrant jazz culture in Detroit
through his work with NJS and in the commu-
nity.

Originally founded in 1976 as the Flying Di-
amond, the club was renamed the Nu Jazz
Swingers the following year and has estab-
lished itself as one of the premier jazz clubs
in southeast Michigan. NJS became a popular
destination for African-American members of
the United Auto Workers, who frequented the
club after their shifts at nearby auto manufac-
turers. Michael Simpson, the club’s owner and
DJ, also played an important role in popular-
izing jazz music by featuring music played by
Louis Armstrong, Michael Franks, Bob James
and other prominent jazz performers. This
helped the club cultivate a loyal following and
a reputation as one of the leading juke joints
in southeast Michigan. Additionally, Mr. Simp-
son and NJS are active in the surrounding
community, hosting annual Halloween and
Christmas parties for children and families in
nearby neighborhoods. Mr. Simpson has also
supported Detroit youth athletics through do-
nations and sponsorships of local teams.

Mr. Simpson’s work has been critical to cre-
ating a long-lasting establishment in NJS that
has contributed to the cultural expression of
the African-American community in Detroit.
Through its popularization of jazz musicians,
as well as its Jazzy ballroom nights and other
events, NJS has become a well-known des-
tination and has influenced the culture of De-
troit and the surrounding areas. Mr. Simpson’s
charitable acts have also provided important
aid to local families in need, and his holiday
party raises thousands of dollars each year for
individuals in the community. Collectively, Mr.
Simpson’s actions have had a significant im-
pact on the City of Detroit and its residents
and are worthy of commendation.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Mr. Michael Simpson. Mr. Simp-
son’s work as an owner and DJ with NJS has
been a key influence on Detroit's cultural life.

———

IN HONOR OF THE NIAGARA
FALLS AIR RESERVE STATION
ATTAINING 187,000 ACCIDENT
FREE FLYING HOURS

HON. CHRIS COLLINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 30, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize the Niagara Falls Air Re-
serve Station for their accomplishment of at-
taining a total of 187,000 accident free flying
hours. Since | have been in Congress, Con-
gressman BRIAN HIGGINS and | have worked
together to ensure this base is protected for
future generations.

The Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station sits
near the North East international border, near
one of the largest populated areas in Canada.
In 1970, the base made the transition from the
C-119 to C-130 aircraft; a large tactical air-

craft primarily used for troop transportation
and supply drops, the C-130 can withstand
rough terrain and has been a major tactical
component for the Niagara Falls Air Reserve
Station.

Not only does the Niagara Falls Air Reserve
Station provide national security and give
those in Western New York a chance to serve
their county, it also provides a significant eco-
nomic boost to Western New York. The base
employs over 2,600 people and has an eco-
nomic footprint of more than $200 million in
the Western New York Community. It has
been an honor, alongside Congressman HiG-
GINS, to fight to protect this base, and keep its
location in Niagara Falls.

These brave men and women were called
to active duty to participate in Operations
Desert Shield, Desert Storm, Iragi Freedom
and Enduring Freedom. Their professional
ism, teamwork and pride for their country en-
abled them to achieve 187,000 accident free
flying hours since 1961. These men and
women are not just exemplary servicemen and
women. They are your neighbors, your
scoutmasters, your children’s coaches, your
friends. You notice when they are gone, be-
cause they bring their leadership and team-
work skills to everything they do.

The 914th Airlift Wing Vision statement is,
“Attain the highest state of readiness in sup-
port of the nation and our community through
the development of our Airmen to deliver ex-
ceptional performance.” From the flight crew,
to the maintenance crew, everyone must be
fully prepared for whatever comes their way.
In order for this to happen, they train effi-
ciently, and regard safety as their top priority.
I, along with Congressman HIGGINS, applaud
their accomplishment, and thank them for their
relentless commitment and service to our
country.

———

REMARKS IN OPPOSITION TO H.R.
1862

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 30, 2017

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in opposition of H.R. 1862, the
Global Child Protection Act of 2017.

Studies completed by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control show that 1 in 4 women and 1
in 6 men are sexually abused before the age
of 18. Furthermore, these numbers may not
be completely accurate—acts of child sexual
abuse are often not reported, and experts
agree that incidence is higher than what is dis-
covered by authorities. These acts can be det-
rimental to youth, multiple studies have shown
that child sexual abuse victims are twice as
likely to develop mental health conditions. In
my home state of Georgia, 800 children suf-
fered from sexual abuse in 2015.

As a member of the Congressional Missing
and Exploited Children’s Caucus, | am in
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